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Abstract

Terracotta figurines are a mode of artistic and religious expression frequently found in the archaeological
sites of Middle Gangetic Valley particularly in early historical period onward. Cheap and easily produced, these
figurines abound and provide and invaluable testimony to the everyday life and

religion of the Ancient Indians. Gopal Bhatt has tried to define such cla y objects as Lapajya or Mrinmayi.

Modeling is the most common and simplest technique. The prototypes are made out of raw clay. The small
sizes are directly worked with the hand. For the large models, the craftsmen (manufactures of figurines) presses
the clay pellets or wads against a wooden restraint.

The mould is obtained by application of bed of clay or plaster on the prototype: Simple moulds, used by the
India of the continent until the Gupta period, are dried. Bhvalvular moulds, require cutting to obtain an obverse and
a reverse, with which are sometimes as associated-protuberances allowing the two parts to fit better. When the
piece becomes complicated, with important projections (arm, legs, head, clothing) the craftsman can cut out the
mould in smaller parts. The piece is then dried.

The second phase consists in applying a layer of raw clay inside the mould, which can be beforehand
incised in order to obtain effects of relief. The thinness of the layer varies according to the type of objects to be
realized. The faces of the mould are joined together, the objects is then unmouled and the craftsman can proceed
to the final improvements, typically smoothing the junction. The craftsman also creates a small opening, a vent hole
that allows steam to escape during the firing. The vent can also be used for assembly, allowing intervention inside

the piece. The limbs are then joined to the body either by pasting them with harbotine (clay mixed with water), or by
mortice and tenon joint.

The piece is then fired in the kiln, temperature ranging from 600 to 8000 C. ‘The kiln used is the same as the
potters’. Once the figuring is fired, slip can be applied. The slip is sometimes itself fired at low temperature. In the
beginning, the range of colours available is rather reduced: red, yellow black and blue. The pigments are natural
mineral dyes: ochre for yellow red, coat for black, malachite for green, etc.
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