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Abstract

Vedas are a great source of valuable literature of different kinds, which led to development of a vast pool
of religious and scientific literature like Samhita, Brahmin, Aranyak, Upanishad etc.. It can be said that environmental
protection is not a new concept to be discussed in present era in India. The stalwarts of philosophy and culture
thought deeply about the environment and thereby established an unbroken link between the environmental quality
and the religious sentiments, which later became an integral part of the Indian society and culture. There is a very
deep-root relationship between the human beings and the environment in India.

As a matter of fact, human body itself has been visualized as being made up of five natural elements, i.e.,
earth, water, air, fire and sky. One cannot imagine about existence of life in absence of even anyone of these. They
have been prayed in the Vedas only to pay our heartiest gratitude to them. They have been treated as deities and
linked to the religious sentiments so that they remain as indispenséble parts of the faith and coming generations pay
attention towards the preservation of their quality with careful efforts because even the survival of the human race
may be in danger without their existence in proper quality. If human beings preserve quality of the natural environment,
it will not hesitate in showering its treasures on the human-race. Without mentioning the word ‘environment’, it has
been described in the Vedas that the nature is life-giver and supporter.

It is difficult to imagine even the mere existence of life on this beautiful and unique planet without existence
of the nature in its appropriate quality. How to save this planet from destruction from evil acts of human society. This
stands as a great question before the human race at present. One can find the solution of this question in our

Vedas. It is quite difficult to find such examples related to preservation of environment in ancient (contemporary to
the Vedic time) literature of the world other than the Vedic one.
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