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Abstract

The term for geometry in India, in ancient times was Suiha the word being derived from Sulh’ or 'Sulv”
meaning to measure. Its knowledge has become available to us through the texts called ‘Sulba-Sutras"

Different ‘Sulba-Sutras’ were meant as texts for those who had to constfuct altars in different geometrical
shapes in connection with the performance of a variety of Vedic Sacrifice. The size and shape of the altar for a
particular Sacrifice must strictly follow the rules as even a little irregularity in it can nullify the object orhave even
adverse effect. Sulba-Sutras contain rules, regulations and methods for construction of these altars and give us a
good glimpse of the knowledge of geometrical principles and procedures known to the Vedic indians.

Knowledge of geometrical principles, contained in the Sulbas comes, from much-oider sources in fact from
the time the sacrificial rituals started with the Aryans. There are innumerable references in the Rigveda about the
construction of sacrificial altars, but there we do not find mention of their different sizes and shapes. Taittiriya
Sambhita states the size of an obligatory altar, as one square purisa and satapatha Brahmana describes Garhapatya,
again an obligatory altar, as a circle of one square vyama or purusa.and Ahavaniya as a square of the same size.
This clearly indicates that Vedic Indians were familiar with the problem of squaring the circle. The Rigveda clearly
mentions that there were experts available for construction of different altars and the name ‘agnatic’, a constructor
of altars, is many times mentioned in Taittiriya Samhita, Maitrayaniya Samhita etc.

In ancient times there were many Sulba-Sutras, but presently only seven are known to us. These are
Apastamba, Katyayana, Manava, Baudhayana, Maitrayaniya, Vadula and Varaha.
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