National Seminar on Continuity of the Oral and Textual traditions of Vedas
with special reference to South India — 14" to 16" Nov 2014 at Kadavallur,
Kerala.

Oral and Textual Traditions of Veda - Karnataka Region

Dr R Suresha

DOS in Sanskrit
University of Mysore
drrsuresha@gmail.com

Abstract: Karnataka is one of the states in India which has a rich Vedic
tradition. lrrespective of caste, people of this land had great faith in the Vedas,
which led the study and preservation of them. The kings like Nalwadi
Krishnaraja Wodiyar, Jayachamarajendra Wodiyar and many others were
staunch supporters of Veda. Due to this reason, in spite of continuous
onslaughts from foreigners for more than a millanium, Vedic tradition was kept
up. Personal faith and public support together helped in the propogation of
Vedic treasure. Some traditional scholars are of the opinion that Veda
pronunciation is perfect in this region; may be because of the influcnece of the
regional language. It must be observed that though all the south Indian
languages have strong roots in Sanskrit, Kannada language is conspicuous
because of the similarities with Sanskrit. Hence Karnataka scholars could

pronounce the Veda with higher accuracy.
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Oral tradition of Veda in Karnataka: The unique oral tradtion of the
Veda is preserved in informal and formal system as well. With due faith and
interest, student approaches the teacher and learns it. But in the formal
education system, institutions or patashalas provide Vedic education to students.
They are of three kinds i.e. patashalas, maha-patashalas or maha-vidyalayas and
gurukulas. Many of these institutions are run by mutts or private organizations

with grants and scholarships from the government. In all of these systems,
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Vedic study is coupled with Sanskrit study. Some of these institutes are

deliberately remain away from recognition due to bindings that follow.

Preserved Veda-Shakhas: According to Patanjali Mahabhasya, there
were 21 shakhas of Rig Veda, 101 shakhas of Yajurveda, 1000 shakhas of
Samaveda and 9 shakhas of Atharvana Veda. But in the current scenario,
Shaakala shakha of Rig Veda is preserved in Mysore and Bangalore. Taittiriya
shakha of Krishna Yajurveda is being studied at most of the patashalas in
Karnataka. Kaanva shakha of shukla yajur Veda is taught in Agadi, humnabad
of Bidar district. Kauthumiya shakha of sama yajurveda is preserved at Mysore
and Bangalore; whereas ranayaniya shakha is being taught at subramanya of
Dakshina kannada district. Shounakiya Shakha of Atharva Veda tradition is
available for study in Bangalore and udupi as well. A retired professor by name
Sridhar Adi teaches at Gokarna. Prof.K.Narayana Bhatta of Mysore mastered it.
Bangalore, Mysore and Gokarna are known for teaching all the available
shakhas in Karnataka. Except taittiriya shakha, all the other branches of Veda
have got prakriti pata only. The other uniqueness of taittiriya shakha is that its

brahmana text carries svara system.

Observing the fact that people of different gotras belong to same shakha,
it may be assumed that in the olden days, the entire cluster of Vedas was

considered as one unit.

Traditional education system: The traditional system expects the
student to undergo upanayana samskara and gayatri japa before the
commencement of Vedic study. He should be of 8 years old, at least. It is
believed that between 8-22 years, memory power will be at its peak. Hence
Veda or shastra study was planned. White Uttariya and vesti will be the dress
code. One must wear tilakam according to his faith. Classes are generally

conducted in the morning after taking bath and performing sandhyavandanam.
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It is mandatory to prostrate to the God and teacher at the beginning and at the
end of the class. Student should be seated facing north. On observing the ability
of the pupil, the teacher chants a line from Veda; which is repeated twice by his
pupil. A portion or anuvaka will be taught for 13 days in a fortnight except

chaturdashi, porniman or amavasya, prathama/padya and astami.

Vedic Scholars and Titles: Oral teaching and learning process became
primary for oral examination. In order to get into the next level, one has to
memorize and get examined orally. There were four distinct stages of Vedic
learning. Adhyaya/Adhyapaka is he who learnt the Veda. Learning of prayoga
and Veda fetches the degree called upadhaya. One who learnt Veda with all its
vikriti is called mahopadhyaya. Studying the prakriti and vikriti-patas along
with the commentary on Veda gets the highest degree, mahamahopadhyaya. In
the recent past, there were four mahmahopadhyayas in Mysore; by name Sri
Ayya Ghanapati, Sri Gunda Avadhani, Sri Srinivasa Raghavacharya and Sri
Venkatarama Avadhani. At present, only two mahamahopadhyayas live in
Karnataka. Mahamahopadhyaya Prof. A S Venkatanathan gave me loving
guidance. At present, students study the Veda till moola, pada and karma. The
sorry-state is that students study the Veda only for priesthood profession.
Ghana pata is studied selectively, by a few. The complete study of vikriti pata

entered into the pages of history. The following quote may be apt to the context.

| say without fear of my figures being challenged successfully, that today India
is more illiterate than it was fifty or hundred years ago, and so is Burma,
because the British administrators, when they came to India, instead of taking
hold of things as they were, began to root them out. (Mahatma Gandhi at
Chatham House, London, October 20, 1931)

Karnataka Samskrit University (KSU): All the patashalas were under

purview secondary education department until 2010 when Karnataka Samskrit
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Universtiy came into being. All the patashalas were brought under the umbrella
of university to impart and standardize Sanskrit and VVeda education; to promote
research activities, to publish rare books and with many more objectives. KSU
helped Sanskrit fraternity to be on par with modern education. Before the
establishment of KSU, the Veda course were offered for 14 years
(prathama/primary—2years, pravesha/SSLC-2years, moola/PUC—-3years,
vidvanmadhyam /B.A-3 years and vidvaduttama/M.A.—3years) primary
education for 8 years and higher education for six years. KSU made 12 years
course as moola—2years, and M.A.-2 years. No discrimination will be made on

the basis of gender, caste and age.

On seeing the declining trend of tradition, one should not get completely
disappointed. The other side of the story is positive. Though there is a
gualitative decline in the Vedic study, there is a quantitative rise with regard to
the number of patashalas. More than 300 patashalas are currently running in

Karnataka. The following table gives a bird view of the patashalas running in

Karnataka.
Total
- Pata . Aided+ | Aide | Un-
Districts shalas Circle unaide d aided New
d
1. | Bangalore Urban 16
2. | Bangalore Rural 08
3. | Ramnagar 11 Bangal
4. | Tumkur 42 ore 85 44 41 34
5. | Chikkaballapura 08
6. | Kolar Nil
7. | Mysore 18
8. | Chamrajnagar 12
9. | Mandya 02 MVSor
10. | Kodagu Nil 3(’3 51 46 | 05 | 90
11. | Hassan 11
12. | Dakshina 02
Kannada
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13. | Udupi 02
14. | Chikmagalur 04
15. | Dharwad 12
16. | Haveri 05
17. | Uttara Kannada 15 Dharw
18. | Gadag 08 ad 67 44 23 25
19. | Belgam 07
20. | Bagalkot 16
21. | Bijapur 04
22.| Chitradurga 05
23.| Shimoga 07
24. | Davangere 05
25. | Bellary 03 :
26. | Koppal Nil Cmggd 27 | 18 | 09 | 18
27.| Raichur 01
28. | Yadgiri 02
29. | Gulbarga 04
30. | Bidar Nil
Total 230 152 78 | 167

Here is the rarest and complete description of vikriti patas of Veda.

ag-3fera-fatra: (Methods Of Learning the Veda-s)*

In order to preserve the Vedic lore in its original form forever, several systems
were introduced. They are classified into Jehfaars: and fasfaars:. When order

of the words is not changed it is 9&fdure: ; which includes dfgamars:, geurs: and

shears: . Word-order changes in fasfaars: which comprises eight divisions.

Very rare and unique collection of Vedic-learning-methods is given here with

definition, example and word-order.
a. ‘Jﬁfﬁf‘ﬂ'&

1. wfgamrs:
FTETUTH — I HloaThy: AlgdT |l (ATOTT-3rseTeamy — ¢-8-2 o))

! TR -FHFdG e AH- A aFE ATl
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3aTERUTH - 35 3ifacTees qUTRd F91ed Saeffcaot# | Bl IcTtadHA || (FIdGHTaT -¢-
2-2)

gaTgqel — 2-3-3-8-5-€ bl

2. Yc4rs:
FETUTH — Teiacaalsdied: || (TTARmEd icarde:)

3GTev T - 313 | $a5| qURTH| T=1e | SaH | FRicasi# | BIARH | IeTedH |
garqai— 11 3181 91 &1 6] ¢l

3. hHAYTS:
CTETUTH — Tl TRTITATSTST: || (ST shieareT:)

AT YEEAAET UTS: FHAUIS: ARTEST Higdl g |

3Tev 0T - 313 | $ QIfRTH | e ToEd | ey ¢ad | cadfcasia | Fkicasd
BIARH | BIAR IcaTUTAHH | TcaTeTAHATH ol IcoT s T |

gargel - 2-1 -3 3-81 8-91 3-€1 €-b] b-¢| <<

b. ﬁﬂfﬁ%:
IR FATEATY 1ol AU STeredn f[dehdsel deded ATafaERal

STeT HTelT TRIET @M Caeil GUst IUY TeT: | 37set faehedr: HierdT: Sharyal HgiNia: |

et fapad: wAYET: #Hafed| dg SeeusHee &g fadhdl #EAl Id

N

T ATAATAT fashed: FEsraiod | T STel RIGTsTaRid | TUT T gUs ATell-3Er-Eael-3T

TR | TeTFd STeTeUsSTaTaRid |l

q:-?.l'\qia-i:l:

CTETUTH — 3 cohHRTNshHRT Y shAHISTRHATAUT| FghAAf Ul ST AT
ShAT: |

{9: = 8-3; 3 = -3, TYHA: = R-¢; HATFFHA: = -2, FFhaT:= 2-3}

Page 6 of 26



3CTERUIH - AT | $a5 $b| Sabsfaata | HTTATTH | TS | S JURTH | e
RIGTH | RETHNS | $ 3| $5 e | RIecd T | TTE I | ToAET
Rifees | [fed Riisad| Rifed Terea| Rigamafa g0 a1l

T ST | SaH SaH | Gd T | T To1Ed | ey Gad | Sadfeasia|

Ficdote]icdotd | Ficasl Ga# | GaH Gad | Sasicasid| FicasiAcgfcast# |

BIR e UTTHH | IcoTUTAH JcoTUTAHH | TeaTelTdd BIaRH | 81 8Ia# | §IdR
TcAUTTAH | TcaTUTAATA T TeASETAHA |

qa@ga‘f— §-1 -1 -8 3-8 2-R[R-313-3] 3-1 --3| 3-¥| ¥-¥| ¥-3]3-3] 3-¥] 331l
¥-91 9-9| 9-¥| ¥-¥| ¥-9| $-&| &-&] &-9| $-9| $-&| &&||
b-¢| ¢-CI ¢-b] b-b] b-C| L

4, STeM™rs:
CTETOTH — HAAATIAATEAT AR R 7 had | fae A deacaleer: el a Turmshes |
(arm)

Shel JUIFA TeSITaId &faNsgdgeaRAd Ya# | T g ddlcek
UesTHIAAA S STerTs eI |

STET = 3eTelleT: +{AeNH :+37el A : || {3eJelle: = ¢-3; fqeha: = 2-¢}

3TERUTH - YeTdl - TS SsFeaTeralias| $& qifed Qifgadas s Rifga#|
R T T Rifed Rifed o6 | Rifgafafa ) Ra|l

AN - AN AN AN o
IIE CaH &d JEd ToEy Sad | cafffeasid el Sad cadfcasi#|

Ficasl A fcast |

BITR coTUTTH TcaT T H &I 81 JcoTUTTHH | IcaTTAHTH [l TeaT s ETAFHA |
QE,’W— 9--%-9-9-] -3-3-%--3| 3-¥-¥-3-3-¥ 1| 33|
¥-9, 8-¥, ¥-91| 8-§, &-9, 8-&] €& ||

b-¢, ¢-b, b-<| I
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ATCITT eall el TSTHATT SheAATeT AT |

3GTEVITH —

01.

03.

05.

07.

09.

11.

13.

01.

03.

01.

03.

05.

07.

09.

11.

13.

e
o e
Rifgd T |

ifgafafa g Ras)
TAET CaH|
casfcasi|

EAR-EICIGEAR= G

— .
Flcd sl TcaadTdHAH |

TAUTAATATA TeaTsUTaHA |

¢-U
R-31
3-¥I
331
¥-9]
3-& |

&&|

5. HATAMIS:

i. ShHHATAT
FTETUTH — ST AT ITIEATieclseoid: | 3fed @1fe FASd shAATA T M|l

02.

04.

06.

08.

10.

12.

14.

02.

02.

04.

06.

08.

10.

12.

14.

FicasiATd Ficdsre|
2T

AT SaH|
w5 o
Rifed T |

5 Tfeal
AT |l

TcAUTTATATS IcaT sUTTHH |

o
{cagidHH Ied ST Il

€€ |
5-€ |
¥-3|
33
34|
-3

¢-UI
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01.

03.

b-¢|

44

02. <<l

04. <-ull

ii. qSqHTET
CTETOTH —HTell HTeTd TSATUT FeleT diedelt g ATl 3aded TIETEAT hAcTchAHbAT: |

STeT: qeuaATer safd | aF gfdue fare: sfasreafd faQy: | e

S

JSIHATATATIPR I eaTdTds T agfed | I2T - Sabs Faafadias 31| scanfe: |

3aTe¥ITH —
(ha:) fauE: (Fcsha:) favre: ()
1. sfeehias st WS o (R
2. g Qe Rifgcics s qfgar  gfa (favem)
3. Qfed Iored TAR Qfgan  Qifgd awed sfa (v
4. qufgafafd R =l
5. JAET ¢aH &d I TJaegcan  sfa (favme)
6. daafeasia wieasidan  dadfeae 3Ry (RRm)
7. Ficao AT Flcasi |l
8. BAR ITHAUIAHA ~ TAUIAHBIAR BlaR Ieaaurddd,  sfd (o)
9. TcoTTdATATT TcAsETAHA |
TaTg el -

(che:) [oR#:  (egcshA:) TORI: (Eshe:)

L8R R-¢ 8- sfa (fawra:)

2. 3 3 -3 st (favre)

3. 3¢ ¥-3 3-¥ st (favre)

4. 33|

5. 89 -y ¥-9 sfa (flavre:)

6. Y& £-9 -§ st (fare)

7. &l

8. b - b-¢ sfa (fawa)

9. «l
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6. frgmres:
FTETUTH — Feled]l Sterd @A yastd |
FETEVOTH - HEeTees S Famfeiis Witasie Witards Riftd s Riftd aw e
R T ToET Qifgdd [ifedd T+ &g+ | Fgafafa qufgas

T aH G ToEd ToEd SaAfeaa s | FicastiAcg lcasia

IR JcaTeITdH TeAUTTH BIaR BIdR IcoTUTdHHA | IcTeTdATATT TeAsUTdHA ||
TaT e 2 -3-R-2-2-R-3--3-3-3-R-3-8-3-¥-8-3-3-8-9| 33|

Y-8-6-Y-Y-6-€ | $-€-€-3-8-€ | €E |

lo-¢-¢-b-o-¢ | <<
7. YQ@MTS:
FTETOTH — TG (AT I 0 TeshHACTENC | JHFIATaTIET IQTHTg : IeT: Tl
TETETUTH —

o (IGcaaH) IS | SBsTeAd | HFTAS |

o (TETTH) $S TR I | ToET RIgcAed | S5 e I |

o (TETSHHA) e g adfcastal | Ricast ad Toed [ fed# | Qe
IIE CasfcastH |

o BIdR ITUTAHH | ITUTAH BIdR | §IdR TcAUTTHH | TcAdTadA A
oA SsUTAHA |

Jear HaEd A7y |

o (UGETIR) ARAHIS| $sTeAe | HFAHS
o (YSTTH) S Nied T | T+16d Vg | $o Wged T+1E7 |
o (FETTSHRA) R T8 Sagfcaordl | Ficast &d J1eg Qg |

e CafcastH |

o (JCUTURH) JIET Cadcdsl 1N IcoTeTTHHA | IcTeTTH IR FRicdsl &d
TAET ||

90

o (YCcadA) 2-A -2 ¢-R|
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o (UCTTH)R-3-¥| ¥-3- :-3-¥|

J (CI_C'\?—IT;TW:[) 3-¥-9-&| &-9-¥-3| 3-¥-8-& |
o -l C-b] b-ClcLll

Jear HaEd Heaey |

o (TECTTA) 22U -2 2|

o (UCTTH)R-3-¥| ¥-3- :-3-¥|

. (CI_C'F—IT:ID'W:[) 3-¥-9-&| &-9-¥-3| 3-¥-8-& |

o (YCU>dhH) ¥-9-&-b-C| £-b-€-3-¥I|
8. €qerUre:

CTETUTH — SIS T HEITedlgeRAcT e | g3l I F A af I Yoe | Eaot: TH: ||

3GTENUTH —

01.
03.
05.
07.
09.
11.
13.
15.
17.

90

377 f3w:

o 37T £TSIEY USsThAISSh: UG Id: |

02.

04.

06.

08.

10.

12.

14.

16.

18.

HedTeedRUTH

9

TeAHTAATAT TceTseTdHH

BIR oI
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o TYUT A-ALdREAd €aoll Hafa, ddd T5T-C-AcdA-AGCATRET TITATATHT

el Haid|  dF  SOGRUaET UGeadEd Secdiedds  Ude
gfatadalaRRARdd T TGl ATded: | JUT 3FaTdles. ... AN 3
JAHTT JIET el Sged: |

9. gusyUrs:

CTETOTH — ShAFeFeal [audEd YeAeashHH o+ | JEaicadFdlsT sheaustsaLiad||
IETEVUTH —

a. 3T | S|l

b. 3fFTHIB| o RifedH | RfgTFNSsTeTa I

c. 3MeTHI| S Rifgc# | Rifed Fored | R I o | Tor ey
A Ss T I

d. eS| $& T | Rifed Teed| R I el | Toed gaa |
caffcast# | &d ey Qfgde s Tera

e. TS| $ [T Riedd Teieg| RTBATHATT G- e+l | Teoed G|
caffcast# | Ficas &d Teed Qg o |

f. e $a Wiigad | e Tored| RgATATT IX: | Ioed ¢a|

AN e

cadfcast# | FicasiiAcgfcasta |l

N .

g. BIdR IcTUTaHH | TcAeTdH IaReH | 8IdR IcaTeITdd ] | TcAeTd A AT
TeASUTTAHA |
ggr7qa] —

920

¢- -2

¢-1 -3 3-R-2|

§-1 -3 3-¥] 33| ¥-3--¢2I

¢-1 -3 3-¥] 33| ¥-9] B-¥-3--2l

§- -3 3-¥| 33| ¥-8] B-&] &-9-¥-3-2-2 ||
§- -3 3-¥| 33| ¥-4] 8-&] &&|

b-C 1 ¢-bl -]

@ - ® a o T

10. I49TS:
FTETUTH — UTEAMTSTRIT AT QI GUSagY: |
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WTEATaer: | EfaashiETasheaqeushea e | T iaeshl TUTsH=R s7afd| fFeasmeg
T FfAUTe; FATAGCHEITI A =T B Th &g A-TET Hafa TJRTHARYIET e
g 9afa|

SIVEIT: & dact HIHA Fg TN (F= £ 0- $5- 29) TEH FUINIT FIEHT: T o7 IRITAT ||
(%7da)

g 23 ¥ 9 &/ 12 3 45 6/
i, efaesr I

FGTEROTH
qare: 3caqy:
JNET: §H| IEH FHonfd| UH-ThTcsha:
FAET: | Sonfd e | cha:
3Ne: §H| IEH FONfA| AEGIRICERIG= T B
¥ e | FUNTA STEHUT: | ALERIDICACEIG= T
dCed AT | STEATT: Honfd I&H | Goshe:
TR HH]| IEH FHonfd| SRIRIEEEIS-TE
g dged | HONf STEATT: | gehrafeTaress:
deed AT STEATT: T JrafeTaTera:

QAT deed AN || o STEAT: FONIT TEH | Fosha:

3NTERT: HH| IEH FHonfd| BLRECLS I E
g dged | HONf STEHOT: | EGRAEGI L
deod AT | SITEHOT: JH | uglziwglwcqm:
A TE | d Tatet | TSR TSTCsh
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g WA dged JATT: ||

3N TH|

g dgad |

deod AT |

¢-U
-2
¢-R
R-31
3-2-¢2
¢-2U
R-3]
3-¥|
¥-3-2-2l

¢-

T Fonfa|
ﬁ?Uﬂf?T§ﬂ€?TUT:
SITEHATT: |
d St |
STl TRATATH |
IRATHH T IRATH |
Scdy:
1-2| TUH-ThRUTchH:
2-11| cgcohdH:
1-2| AERIRIACRIG-TE
2-3| AERIRIACRIC-TE
3-2-11l cshH:
1-2 CRIBIEERICE T
2-3| CRIRIEERICETE
3-4 CRIRTELIGTE
4-3-2-11 FchA:
1-2| EGUEEGASI T E

TTSTe] o STEHUT: Holliel T ||

Yo>ddH: YordYlcshd:

UoJH:

Yo>ddH: YordYlcshd:

YoddH: YordYlcshd:

U>dH:

(FHTT:)
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R-3]

R-¥l

8-9|

3-¥-3--¢ |

¢-R

R-3]

3-¥l

8-9|

3-& 1

g&ll

2-31

3-41

4-5]

5-4-3-2-11|

1-2]

2-31

3-41

4-5]

5-61

661l

a?orzfraaatqm :
a?orzfraaatqm :
agr%&aaqu:

L

I>dH: T>dYTcsha:

I>dH: T>dYTcsha:

>dH: Ud9TcshH:

>JH: U>d9TcshH:

I>dH: U>dYTcsha:

GEIESD)

i, gfer T

TS e T Saqfcasta | gIdR IcauTdaHH || (FFafedTr-2-2-2)

37 AT STeHe TAAT fTAufaRmar| 3R arda: || (FrFafgdr-2-¢o-2)

AACIAEY HRlcdTY gidshl AT Hafd|

FEITeFd: IredesT, ¥ glafasm faesad | a 9uH:

3GTERUTH -

(FrFETRdT-2-2-2)

o o

o o

®

TS|
SosTaeta |

HfFeTHI | S RifgaH|
RifgTHIs T |
I AHS Rifed TALT|

1T R s [T I

(FrFafgdr-¢-20-2)

31 gara|

STy 3|

31 &a | a1y STeHed |
SeHe ¢ard 3|

31T AT SleHet TArAT|
f. TATAT STedsl garg 37T |

o ®

o o

®
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g. 3| $ QRdA| RTTaed| g, 31 <A | ST STo et | STedtet EraAT|

TATAT T8 ad | ICEIEH
h. T To7ET RifgcaHTes Feal h. Ta9f: TaY Serat carg 3|
i IS | S Qe | LT T | i, 3 AT | STy Siedet | STedal EAaAT|
A RIfGAfATT IR e | F=1eg Saa| <ar faafe: | faaf: smeaar)
Ficaot# |
j. icasl ¢d T+Ed QUgaHias Fara | j. 3mEaT [AufE: T SeAe dar
3T
k. 3PAAS| e R | R T | k. 31 AT | GaTT STedet | STedal T |
A RIRAfATT I e | Toeg Sad| <ar faufar: | faufd: sma=m|
TEIITEAT|
Ficaold || FlcasiiAcg lcaot# |
| BIdR IcAuTTa | I 37RIR IcaTTT: |
m. TcAeTdH el m. JcAeITds 3THI |
n. BIaR ITUTaHA || ITeAUTdATATS TeTsurad Al n. 3TN AU H: |
IcoTUTTH 3 TeAeTdA: |
(HFAEAT-2-2-2) (HFHRdT-2-20-2)
a. -2 a. 1-2]
b. -2l b. 2-1|
C. ?-R[R-3] c. 1-212-3|
d. 3-2-2I d. 3-2-11
e. 9-2-3-Y| e. 1-2-3-4|
f. ¥-3--2l f. 4-3-2-1|
g. 9-30R-3] 3-¥] 8- g. 1-212-3] 3-4] 4-5]
h. $-¥-3-2-2l h. 5-4-3-2-1|
. 23 3-¥] 331¥-9] 8-&| i. 1-2]12-313-41 4-5] 5-61
j. 6-8-9-3-3-2 j. 6-5-4-3-2-11
k. $-1-3]3-¥] 33 ¥-91 $-&lI€&ll k. 1-212-31 3-4]1 4-51 5-611 661
. <l . 7-8I
m. <¢-b| m. 8-71
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Textual tradition of the Vedas in Karnataka: About five decades ago,
traditional Vedic scholars used to discourage the use of Vedic texts during class
hours. On observing the diminishing trend of interest into Vedic study and
inability of retention, slowing books were allowed. Because of the similarity
between Telugu and Kannada letters, students used to study the Vedas from
Telugu texts till recent years. Ramakrishna Ashrama brought out the Yajurveda
text of Taittiriya Shakha and Rig Veda texts about three decades ago.
Significance and collection of mantras were published from Chinmaya mission
at Bangalore, Academy of Sanskrit Research at Melukote, Adhyatma
prakashanalaya at Holenarasipura, Sri Satya Sai books and publications trust at
Bangalore, Sakshi Trust at Bangalore, Poornaprajna Samshodhana Mandiram at

Bangalore, Samaja pustakalya at Dharwad, .

On the other hand, ‘textual tradition of the Vedas’ refers to the
commentaries written on them. Through Brahmanas are said to be the first
commentary on Sambhita, Yaska’s Niruktam can not be forgotten. Although very
first commentator was Skandaswami of 630 A.D., the 10" commentator Sri
Sayana (1315-1387 A.D) happened to belong to Vijayanagara Empire, on the

banks of Tungabhadra River, near Hampi, Ballari District of Karnataka. Hence,
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he laid down the first textual tradition of the Vedas in Karnataka. Along with
his elder brother Madhavacharya, he wrote commentary for all the four Vedas.
Among the 17 commentators of Rig Veda, Sayana’s commentary has been
regarded as authentic by both traditional and modern scholars. His Highness Sri
Jayachamarajendra Wadiyar Bahadur, Maharaja of Mysore, gave generous
donations to the team of Asthana Vidwan H.P.Venkata Rao to translate Rig
Veda in 1947. The 32 volumes of Rig Veda became popular as palace
publication. Jyoti Samskritika Pratishana of Bangalore has been publishing the
translation of Taittiriya shakha of Krishna Yajur Veda in Kannada. Under the
scholarly leadership of Veda Vidwan Sri S.T.Nagaraj, 8 volumes have already

been released.
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